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On Tuesday, August 1, 2006 neighborhoods
throughout Virginia Beach are joining forces
with thousands of communities nationwide for
the 23rd Annual "National Night Out. In all,
more than 34.5 million people nationwide will
be participating in this years “America’s Night
Out Against Crime”.

Along with the traditional display of outdoor
lights and front porch vigils, cities, towns and
neighborhoods celebrate NNO with a variety
of events and activities such as: block
parties, cookouts, visits from local police and
fire departments, parades, flashlight walks,
contests and youth programs. NNO has
proven to be an effective, inexpensive and
enjoyable program to promote neighborhood
spirit and police-community partnerships in
our fight for a safer nation. Plus, the benefits
your community will derive from NNO will
most certainly extend well beyond the one
night.

For more information please contact
MPO Gillespie at the VBPD Crime Prevention Unit,
385-1331 or hqillesp@vbgov.com
Additional information about NNO is also available at
http://www.nationaltownwatch.org and http://www.NATW.org
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In the spirit of the Neighborhood Night Out
Program, the Birchwood Civic League will
hold their “Night Out” program on August 15™
in conjunction with the already planned Ice
Cream Social at Malibu Elementary from 6 to
8 p.m.

All residents of Birchwood and their families
are invited to attend this second annual event.
In addition to getting to know your neighbors
better over a bowl of your favorite ice cream,
this year’s event will include visitors from the
city’s Fire and Police Department.

A real live fire truck will be on hand for the
kids, big and small, to check out.
Representatives from the Sheriff's
Department will be there with D.A.R.E. anti-
drug information. There will also be a CHILD
ID table.

We hope you can come and join us for a night
of ice cream and fun for the whole family.
Contact Sally Cox at 431-8666 for more
information or to volunteer to help.
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As the speeding on Caren Drive continues to
be a concern for residents, especially those
that live on that street, the Civic League
asked the city to evaluate Caren Drive under
the city’s Traffic Calming Program.

There are several phases to the program.
The first phase involves use of the radar
warning sign. This first step is intended to
remind people of the speed limit and to let
them know just how fast they are going. The
next step is to lay out rubber tubes that record
the time and speed of traffic. If the sampling
of traffic shows consistent traffic exceeding 32
mph, the next phase is physical random
enforcement.

We failed the second phase.

Officers will soon be sitting on Caren with
radar guns. Going 45 mph instead of 25
mph will save you approximately 1 minute
and 10 seconds . The ticket will cost you
about $150 and raise your insurance for the
next three years. Slow down, please.

385? Apg.on Lane chefbob@myexquisitecuisine.com
Virginia Beach, VA 23452 (757) 340-5206

The Civic League now has a website:
www.birchwoodcl.org. Check out the website
for dates of upcoming neighborhood events,
minutes from previous meetings and past
issues of the Birchwood Herald.

If you have an e-mail address and have not
gotten e-mail from the Civic League, please
provide your address to bcl@birchwoodcl.org.
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In order to help maintain the beauty of the
new flowers and shrubs at the main entrance,
we are hoping that a few neighbors can lend
a hand throughout the warmer months with
the weeding of the bed. This does not require
any commitment on your part nor does it have
to be done according to any particular
schedule. If you have a few moments and
can stop by to pull up a weed or two (or
more), it would be greatly appreciated.
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By Deni Norred

Who remembers the Croonenberghs’ farm
and family? What was referred to as the
“Thwaite” farm, the predecessor of our
neighborhood, at one time encompassed
Birchwood Gardens and much of its
surrounding area. Its farmhouse still stood at
least through the mid 1970s.

Thwaite Farm was the home tract of the
Braithwaite family, on which William Thomas
Braithwaite (1851-1929) and his wife Eliza
worked their land and raised their children
Robert Hall and Annie Laurie. At least as far
back as 1901, the Braithwaite property
bordered that of Thalia’s “Summerville,” a pre-
Civil War plantation in the vicinity of
Steinhilber’'s Restaurant. Records tell us this
was the year the Braithwaites sold about 12
acres of their farmland to Judge Wetmore,
from Pennsylvania. Of interest, this deed of
exchange stipulated that the Braithwaites
retain their rights to use the shores of the
Lynnhaven River as well as the road and
bridge to “Jacksondale depot,” once a stop on
the rail tracks near the intersection of Bonney
and Rosemont Roads.

In 1921, Annie Braithwaite married Anthony
(“Tony”)  Joseph Croonenberghs, an
oysterman and farmer. Croonenberghs had
been educated in Belgium, as well as in one-
room schoolhouses at Lynnhaven and Little
Neck. During World War |, he had served as a
French interpreter for a company in
Philadelphia. When residing in Virginia
Beach, then known as Princess Anne County,
Croonenberghs did field research for the
Virginia Department of Game and Inland
Fisheries, primarily on the legendary
Lynnhaven oyster.

When the Braithwaite children inherited the
family farm at their father’'s death in 1929,
Annie’s claim was in the vicinity of today’'s
Birchwood Gardens. Later, when much of
their land was sold and under development,
the Croonenberghs’ address was 529 Caren

Drive. Croonenbergh Way, a loop off of
Caren Drive, now marks the former location of
Annie and Tony’'s farmhouse, which remained
standing at least until Annie’s death in 1976.

Tony Croonenberghs died at age 91 in the
year 1971. His wife Annie died at age 92 in
the year 1976. An aerial photograph of the
Croonenberghs’ farmhouse, circa 1959 -
1960, will be in the Birchwood Gardens Civic
League scrapbook (courtesy of Tony West,
grandson, and his wife Janette). In it, one can
see just a smattering of houses along Caren
Drive, which had yet to even be paved.




Doug Daughtry
632 Robens Road
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3857 Anson Lane
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Leslie Martin
545 Harton Circle
recsec@birchwoodcl.org

Laurie Wagner
3471 Strathmoor Circle
treasurer@birchwoodcl.org

John Martin
545 Harton Circle
corsec@birchwoodcl.org




