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The following residents were elected at the 
November 2006 meeting and will serve 
through the end of calendar year 2007.  
 
President   Doug Daughtry 
Vice-President   Robert Branyan 
Recording Secretary  Leslie Martin 
Treasurer   Robin Smith 
Corresponding Secretary John Martin 
 
According to the Birchwood Civic League 
Constitution and By-Laws, a resident can 
serve up to two years in a given office.  With 
the exception of our Treasurer, all of the 
officers are in their second and therefore last 
year. 
 
Residents interested in holding office and/or 
heading up/serving on any of a number of 
committees are encouraged to talk with any of 
the current board members. 
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The Birchwood Civic League meets in the 
Malibu Elementary Cafetorium at 7pm on the 
3rd Tuesday of every month during the school 
year, except December.  All are welcome, but 
only members can vote. 
 
January 16th 
February 20th 
March 20th 
April 17th 
May 15th 
August 21st               Neighborhood Night Out 
September 18th 
October 16th 
November 13th *        Election 
 
* Held a week early due to Thanksgiving Holiday 

 
All meetings are followed by a Light Coffee Social.  

Come and get to know your neighbors. 
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by Dan Baxter, Immediate Past President VBCCO 

  
Hurricane Isabel presented us with 5.6 inches 
of rain while Ernesto provided over 10.5 
inches.  That much rain in such a short period 
of time would severely load any system.  
  
What that event has done is cause many 
among us who have shared our concerns to 
be somewhat vindicated.  
  
What to do? If you want to make a difference, 
take some time to learn the dynamics about 
Storm Water management in your 
neighborhood. It is not that difficult to 
understand. Most, if not all, of our storm water 
flows into a retention system that eventually 
flows into a waterway or permits the water to 
percolate into the ground water. We do not 
have a treatment facility for our storm water.  
  
To be pro-active, I recommend we focus on 
how we can better inform the local storm 
water management officials of what is being 
experienced in our communities.  
  
Take time to document sites in your 
neighborhood that flood. Pictures are nice; if 
you are going to send�these to Public Works 
they should note where and when the pictures 
were taken. 
  
Get the information on flooding in your 
neighborhood to Public Works. Realize that 
priorities will be given to neighborhoods 
where flooding impacted homes and 
businesses over flooded streets. But also 
realize that priorities tend�to go to those who 
share information about their problems.  
  
Start looking at storm drains and storm water 
facilities in your neighborhood. Look at debris 
on the road and in driveways as potential 
contributors to impaired storm drains. With 
some tens of thousands of storm drains in the 
city of Virginia Beach, the impact of 
neighborhood involvement could be extremely 
helpful.  
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courtesy of 
Virginia Beach Police Department 

�
 Join Neighborhood Watch 
 Lock All Windows And Doors When 

Leaving Home 
 Install Dead Bolts On Doors 
 Keep Your Garage Door Closed At All 

Times And Windows Impervious To 
Inspection From The Exterior 

 Put All Valuables Not Being Used In A 
Safe Deposit Box 

 Make Every Effort To Give Your Home 
The Appearance Of Being Occupied 
While You Are Gone. 

 When On Vacation, Make 
Arrangements To Have The Grass 
Cut.  Have Neighbor Watch Your 
Home, Pick Up Mail/Paper. Cancel All 
Deliveries  
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by Deni Norred 
�
James Elisha Old (1855-1937) lived and 
farmed at Rosemont, now a road but then a 
community.  He resided in the vicinity of 
today’s Rosemont Road and Virginia Beach 
Boulevard, just east of William Braithwaite’s 
farm. Son of James McBride and Hulda 
Ferebee Old, he came to Princess Anne 
County from Fentress, in Norfolk County, in 
about 1879. The Old family was long 
established in this area, their name 
mentioned in vestry records of Lynnhaven 
Parish, Princess Anne County dating as far 
back as 1723 (earlier vestry records were 
burned). 
 
Mr. Old was quite active in Princess Anne 
County's political scene.  He served as 
treasurer of the county for 20 years, from 
1912 through 1932. He had also served the 
county as road supervisor and justice of the 
peace (Virginia Beach News, 1937).  
 
James' daughter Margaret married their 
neighbor on the boulevard, Eugene F. Butt of 
Rosemont. James' son, James Jr., served as 
assistant principal of the Blair Junior High 
School in Norfolk. James Jr. resided with his 
father at the Rosemont farm at least until 
1930, at which time he was 34 years of age 
on the census (US Federal Census 1930).  
 

 
 
If you have an e-mail address and have not 
gotten e-mail from the Civic League, please 
provide your address to bcl@birchwoodcl.org.  
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A refrigerator magnet with Civic League 
contact information and important city phone 
numbers is included in this mailed edition of 
the Birchwood Herald. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advertisement space in this newsletter and on our 
website is available to businesses operated in and/or 

owned by residents of Birchwood. 
ads@birchwoodcl.org 

 
Please patronize our sponsors 
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Doug Daughtry 
632 Robens Road 
pres@birchwoodcl.org 
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Robert “Gramps” Branyan 
3857 Anson Lane 
vp@birchwoodcl.org 
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Leslie Martin 
545 Harton Circle 
recsec@birchwoodcl.org 
�
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Robin Smith 
517 Sweeney Rd 
treasurer@birchwoodcl.org 
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John Martin 
545 Harton Circle 
corsec@birchwoodcl.org 
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